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SOURCES OF THE MIR’AT-I-SIKANDARI: 
By 
M. A. CHAGHATAI 


The Mtr’at-t-Stkandari by Shaikh Sikandar, son of Muhammad alias 
Manjhu, son of Akbar, is regarded as a complete and authentic history of the 
Gujarat Sultanate (A.D. 1403-1572). He composed it in A.H. 10208 (A.D. 1611) 
and it deals with events up to the A.H. 1001° when the dethroned Sultan 
Muzaffar III ended his chequered career by committing suicide in the town 
of Dhamraka‘ (Kathiawar). It cannot, however, claim to be a contempo- 
raneous record of the Gujarat Sultanate. 


Shaikh Sikandar was born in A.H. 961/A.D. 1553 in the year of the death 
of Sultan Mahmud IIJI*°. He was by origin a Gujarati. He composed the 
Mir'at-i-Sikandari while he was in the service of Emperor Jahangir®. His 
father Manjhu was the officer in charge of the library of Huméaytin,’ which 
presumably contained almost all the then extant books on Gujarat history, 
composed by various authors in the respective reigns of Sultans of Gujarat. 
These books must have afforded him ample facility in his compilation of the 


The Mir’ at- i-Sikandari (MS.) has been published twice before. The first 
attempt was made at Bombay in A.H. 1246/a.p. 1831 under the patronage of General 
John Malcolm by Captain Jarvis, and it was transcribed by Mirza Shirazi. Later on 
the exact copy of the same was lithographed at Bombay in A.H, 1308/A.D. 1890 on a 
very inferior type of paper. At present both these editions are out of print and are 
not procurable. It was translated in full by Fazlullah Lutfullah Faridi in the 
nineties of the last century and Sir Edward Clive Bayley also translated it but only 
dealing with the events up to-1553, i.c. the reign of Mahmud III. 

2 According to the Mir'at-t-Ahmadi, completed in A.H. 1174, the Mar’ at-t- 
Sikandari was composed forty years after the destruction of the Gujarat monarchy, 
Le. in AH. 1020 (AD. 1611). Though this information is not easily available from 
the Mir’at-t-Sikandari yet in one place in the course of the account of Malik 
Muhammad Ikhtiyar the author says, “From the date of his martyrdom A.H. 915 
(A.D. 1509) up to now, A.H. 1020 (A.D. 1611) one hundred and five years have 
passed, still men continue to believe in him.” This incident can lead us to believe 
that during this year the author was busy at his work and completed it. In the 
printed edition (p. 129) the year 1020 is wrongly printed as 1027. (Vide the MS. 
of the MS. in the Royal Asiatic Society Bengal, Calcutta. No. 195, transcribed in 
A.H. 1088 folio 92.). 

3 MS. (printed edition of 1890), p. 384. 

4 I[bid., p. 381. The printed edition bears Dhamr and one MS. of the same 
referred to here clearly mentions Dhamraka. 

5 Ibid., p. 292. 

6 Memoirs of Jahangir (tran.) by Rogers and Beveridge, London. 1909. 
Vol. I. p. 427. 

7 MS. pp. 274, 312. 
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Mtr at-i-Sikandari. Some of them are mentioned in the introduction of the 
Mir at-i-Sikendari and some of them are quoted in its text. But unfortu- 
nately to-day most of them are not available. An effort has, however, been 
made to describe the sources of the Mtr’ at-s-Sikandari. And Shaikh Sikandar, 
regarding his own effort free of any tinge of partiality, speaks of others 
thus :—“It is clear that they all treat of events in a spirit uf partiality 
towards the kingd they speak of, and are not worthy, therefore of implicit 
reliance.’’* 

The manuscript” of the Mir’ at-1-Sikandati dated A.H. 1023 (A.D. 1614) 
already brought to light tells us in its introduction that the following three 
books on Gujarat were already existing :— 

1. The Téarikh-t-Ahmad Shaéhi, in verse by Hulvi Shirazi dealing with 
the period of Sultan Ahmad Shah I. (A.H. 813-846/a.D. 1411-1442). 

2. The Taritkh-1-Mahmud Shahi by a certain scholar containing the 
account from Muzaffar Shah I to Mahmiid Begadah (A.H. 862-917/A.D. 
1458-1511). 

3. The Tarikh-t-Bahaddur Shahi, dealing with the Sultanate of Gujarat 
up to the days of Sultan Bahadur Shah (A.H. 943/A.D. 1537). 

In addition to the above noted three histories, the introduction!” of the 
printed edition of the Mir’dt-t-Sikandari and some of its MSS. contain the 
following two more names :— 

4. The Tarikh-i-Muzaffar Shahi by one of the worthies dealing with 
the period of Sultan Muzaffar I (A.H. 810-813/A.D. 1407-1410). 

5. The Tarikh-i-Muzaffar Shahi by one Mulla about the period of 
Sultan Muzaffar II, son of Mahmtid Begadah."! 

These sources of the Mir'at-1-Stkandari are briefly described below :— 

(a) The Tarikh-t-Ahmad Shahi in verse by Hulvi Shirzi has been 
quoted in the Mtr’at-1-Stkandart by Sharkh Sikandar in one or two places. 
One of its long poem appertaining to the foundation and construction of the 


8 Ibid., pp. 2-3. 

® CHAGHATAI, M. A. ‘A Manuscript of the Mir’at-i-Sikandari’, Bulletin, 
DCRI, Poona, Vol. IV, No. 2, pp. 127-134. 

This MS. of the MS. in the Bharat Itihas Samshodak Mandal, Poona, is 
dated A.H. 1023/A.p. 1614. It bears an autograph of Nawab ‘ Itimadu'd-Dowla, the 
father of Nurjahan, which shows that the MS. was presented to him by the author 
Shaikh Sikandar himself. But there is another MS. of the same in the Bibliotheque 
Nationale, Paris (Blochet i. 624), which is dated A.H. 1022/A.p. 1613. Vide Perstan 
Lsterature—a Bibliographical Survey by C. A. Storey, London, 1989, p. 728. 

10 MS, pp. 2-3 and the MS. of the MS. (RASB) op. cit. ff. 1-2. 

ut There are two general histories of Muslim India of the contemporaneous 
nature with MS. viz., the Tabagét-1-Akbar of Bakhshi Nizamu’d-Din Ahmad written 
at the court of Akbar and the Gulzar-t-Ibrahkimi of Muhammad Qasim Firishta com- 
piled at the behest of Sultan Ibrahim Adil Shah of Bijapur. In dealing with Gujarat 
they contain almost identical chapters being based on similar sources described here. 
Such as :—the Tabaqat-i-Mahmid Shak, Maathir Mahmud Shahi, Taérikh-i-Muzaffai 
Shai and Bakdédur Shahi. Tabagit, Vol. I, p. 3 and Firishta (Bombay), Vol. I, p. 4. 
The latter also refers to the MS. in his history. 
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Ahmadabad City by Sultan Ahmad I, is given in the very beginning and 
the same has been repeated in the Mir'at-+4-Ahmadi."' 

(6) The Tarikh-t--Mahmid Shahi, which is also named as the Taba- 
gat-t-Mahmid Shahi or Maathtr-1-Mahmid Shahi. There is one MS. in 
the British Museum," which is entered under the histories of Gujarat as 
Tarikh-t-Mahmid Shahi. According to Rieu its author appears to have 
lived at the court of Mahmiid Shah and he wag born on the 18th of Rajab 
of the year in which his father followed Sultan Alau'd-Din Baihmani in an 
expedition against the fortress of Mudgal (ie. A.H. 847/A.D. 1443). The 
work is a chronicle recording year by year the events of Gujarat and, more 
briefly those of the neighbouring kingdoms. It embraces the history of the 
Gujarat Sultanate from the beginning up to A.H. 889 i.e. up to the half of 
the reign of Mahmiid Begadah. Rieu suggests as a probability that the 
present work is identical with a history of Gujarat entitled Maathir-i-Mah- 
mud Sh&hi, also called Tarikh-i-Mahmiud Shahi, the author of which was 
Mulla Abdul Karim Hamdani who had long been attached to Khwaja Mah- 
mtd Gawan.15 

Rieu has also suggested that the Tabdcat-t-Mahmid Shahi is perhaps 
only a different title of an unnamed work on general history by Faizulla 
Zainu’l-Abidin, the son of Husain Zia, known as Sadar-i-Jahan, a fragmen- 
tary manuscript of which is preserved in the British Museum." The au- 
thor of that work incidentally refers to the reigning sovereign as Mahmiud 
Shah son of Ahmad Shah (863-917 a.H.). Dr. A. B. M. HABIBULLAH as- 
serts'? that ‘this identification though plausible enough, does not seem to be 
beyond doubt for a Paris manuscript of the same work, as noticed by Rieu 
himself bears the title Ta@rikh-1-Sadar-i-Jahan,)8 which is the name of an en- 
tirely different work extensively quoted by Firishta!® as well as a later writer 
Sarup Chand in his work the Sahihu’l-Akhbar2° Firishta has first referred 
to this work in the course of the account of Sultén Ghiathu’d-Din Tughluq 
as the work of Sadar Jahan Gujarati, and the same has been repeated by 
Sarup Chand, therefore the suggestion of Rieu is plausible enough to be 
believed to the extent that Sadar Jahan belonged to Gujarat where he com- 
posed a general history of India during the reign of Mahmiid! Shah. It is 
sufficient to add here that in Gujarat apart from so many provincial histo- 
rical works other general histories were also attempted following the line of 
Tabagqat-t-Nasi7t and other important works.’ 


(c) The 7arikh-t-Muzaffar Shahi_requires a more detailed account, as 


it has been totally ignored in the manuscript of the Mir’at-i-Sikandari re- 


12 MS. p. 23. 13° Mir’at-t-Ahmadi, (Baroda ed.), Vol. II, p. 3. 

14 Rieu, Catalogue of Persian MSS., British Museum, Vol. III, pp. 966-67. 

16 ©Firishta, Vol. I, p. 694. 16 Rieu, op. cit., Vol. I, p. 86. 

17 Habibullah, Dr. A. M. B. ‘ Undiscovered Pre-Mughal Source Books’, Pro- 
ceedings of the Indian Congress, Calcutta, 1939, pp. 858-72. 

18 Rieu, op. cit., Vol. III, p. 1099. 19 Firishta, Vol. I, p. 235. 

20 Elliot-Dawson, Vol. VI, p. 572 and Vol. VIII, p. 314. 
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ferred to above whereas the printed edition of the same and sofhe of its MSS. 
mention in its introduction not only one but also two Muzaffar Shahis among 
its authorities.2" There is one manuscript in the British Museum?? entered 
as Tarikh-1-Muzaffar Shahi. Another similar MS. is also found in the Bhola- 
nath Library at Ahmadabad? This small history deals only with the con- 
quest of Mandu (Malwa) in A.H. 924 (A.D. 1518) by Sultan Muzaffar II, 
who set out on the 4th of Zul-Qa’da 923 A.H. against Medni Ray. It con- 
cludes with the banquet offered to him by Mahmid Khalji, in the capital, 
generously restored by Muzaffar to the former on 15th Safar, 924 A.H. (26th 
Feb, 1518). This brief account was composed by poet Qanii2 The Persian 
text, having an ornate style mixed with prose and poetry, seems to have 
contained more literary value than history and it does not anywhere bear 
its name as Muzaffar Shahi, except in its colophon perhaps by the scribe. 
The author has expressed his motive in its preface to describe the Fath- 
1-Qola-i-Shadiabad (The Conquest of the Fort of Shadiabad-Mandu). The 
printed edition of the Miér’at-t-Sikandari quotes the Tartkh-i-Bahadt 
Shahi" for this very particular incident of the reign of Muzaffar II, while 
the MS. of the Mé7'at-i-Stkandari in the Bengal Asiatic Society, Calcutta 
bears the mention of one Muzaffar Shahi.26 Besides, the Mir at-t-Ahmadi, 
being a much later compilation, also cites one Muzaffar Shahi.’ In short, 
in thcse circumstances we gather that at least onc compilation under the 
name of Tarikh-i-Muzaffar Shahi existed which has been utilised by the later 
writers. It is either the same that of poet Qanii‘, dealing mainly with the 
conquest of Mandu by Muzaffar II, one of the incidents of his reign or it is 
some other work which comprehensively deals with the whole range of the 
reign of Muzaffar Shah II including this incident too. This latter has not 


reached us. 


21. Some of the MSS. of the Miér'at-i-Stkandari, also bear the same five books 
in their introduction as found in the introduction of the printed edition Vide supra 
foot note 2. But the writer had the opportunity to consult three MSS. of the same 
it the Oriental library of Nawab Salar Jang Bahadur, Hyderabad, Deccan. They 
‘Are entered in the list as Nos, 4043, 4044 and 4252. The last one’s first two leaves 
“aré“missing. The introduction of the others mentions only three books on Gujarat 
as that of the MS. of the MS. referred to here foot note 9. The MSS, of the Salar 
"Jang Library are dated AH. 1043, c. 1100 and 1120 respectively. 

™ Rieu, op. cit. Add. 26.279. It is dated AH. 1223/A.H. 1808. 

2: The MS. at Ahmedabad is dated A.H. 1222/a.D. 1807. The same text being 
based on Ahmedabad MS. has already been published by the Vernacular Society, 
Ahmedabad in 1942 with its Gujarati version. It has been reviewed by the writer 
in the Bulletin of the Deccan College Research Institute, Poona, Vol. IV, pp. 399- 
401. 

24 Tuhfatu'l-Kiram, Bombay, Vol. II, p. 236. Subh-i-Gulsham p. 339; 
Sham‘at-i-Anjuman, p. 389. According to these authorities there was one Qanii, 
whose full name was Mir Sayyid Ali of Kashan, who immediately afterwards re- 
turned to Isfahan. 

25 MS. p. 147. 23 RASB. MS. op. cit. ff. 108-9. 

27 Mir'Gt-i-Ahmad$, Vol. 1, p. 54. 
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(d) The Ta@rikh-i-Bahaddur Shahi was composed during the reign of 
Sultin Bahadur Shah (A.p. 1526-1537) as an up to date history of Gujarat. 
It has been fully utilised by Shaikh Sikandar in his Mir’at-s-Stkandari as he 
invariably quotes from it but does not disclose its author’s name. He as- 
serts, however, that its author was the grand son of Muhafiz Khan, one of 
the nobles of Mahmiid Begadah,?° but Hajjiu'd-Dabir informs us in his Zef- 
ru'l-Walih that Husam Khan was its author, therefore, he sometimes calls 
it the Tabagat-i-Husa@m Khani or Tabaqat-i-Bahadur Shahi? instead of 
Tarikh-t-Bahadur Sh@hi. WHusam Khan actively participated in the events 
of Gujarat history. 


(e€) The Tarikh-t-Sallaltin-i-Gujarat (from a.H. 813 to 961) of Sayyid 
Mahmiid, son of Munawwaru’l-Mulk, a small manuscript of twenty one 
folios belongs to the Bodlcian Library, Oxford." Shaikh Sikandar has often 
quoted in his Mir’at-i-Sikandari some incidents on the authority of Sayyid 
Jalal Munawwarw’l-Mulk and of his son Sayyid Mahmud as well,®? especially 
the aftermath of the conquest of Mandu in A.H. 924 (A.D. 1518) and the des- 
cription of Champancr when it was conquered by Humayun in a.1. 941 
(A.D. 1550) and those incidents which he has recorded on the authority of his 
son Sayyid Mahmid such as the birth of a child Lutfullah to Malik Allah- 
diya in the reign of Muzaffar IT and the anecdote about Darya Khan in the 
reign of Mahmiid** III. From these clear references it could easily be infer- 
red that Sayyid Mahmtd might have jotted down some of his recollec- 
tions which are being preserved in the form of a manuscript at Oxford in the 
Bodleian Library. Though the author of the Miradt-i-Sikandari mentions 
both the father and son as his authorities yet he does not clearly mention in 
sO many words that such a compilation was ever made by any one of them. 


(f) The Tuhfatu’s-Sadat by Aram Kashmiri, written for Sayyid Muba- 
rak Bukhari (d. Ramazan 27th 965 a.H./13+h June, 1558 a.p.). This work 
was extensively used by Shaikh Sikandar in his Mir’at-i-Sikandar#* but he 
has referred to it only once by name in describing the course of the events 
when Sayyid Mubarak was appointed against Darya Khan and ‘Alam Khan 
who later on went over to Sher Shah Sur. Shaikh Sikandar had this only 
source for this very incident, as he himself was only born in the year 
of the death of Sultan Mahmid ITI, ie. A.H. 961% (A.D. 1553). But 
Hajjiu’d-Dabir evidently possessed a copy as he frequently quotes from it.*¢ 
Aram Kashmiri in some cases had based his information on the authority of 
the Bahadur Shahi of Husam Khan, as Hajjiu’d-Dabir has asserted.27 The 


28 MS: p. 98. 

29 Hajiu’d-Dabir, Zafaru’l-Walih (Arabic History of Gujarat), ed. by Sir E. 
Denison Ross, pp. 5, 22. 

30 [bid,, (Introduction), Vol. III, p. xxix. 

31. Ethe, Catalogue. Bodleian Library, Oxford, p. 144. Item 271; v. ii. 1441. 

82 MS. pp. 150, 169, 170, 251. 

83 [bid., pp. 121, 213. 84 [bid., p. 292. 35 Ibid. p. 292. 

% Hajjiu'd-Dabir, pp. 113, 192, 320-23. a7 [bid., p. 323, 
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correct date of the accession of Mahmiid ITI (a.H. 943) is only available from 
the work of Ariim Kashmiri as quoted by Hajjiu’d-Dabir. This important 
work on Indian history the only contemporary record of the period of Sultan 
Mahmiid Shih III of Gujarat is lost. It goes down to A.H. 965 (A.D. 1557) 
when Sayyid Mubdrak, for whom it was composed, died.®* 
Keeping in view the above brief account of historical works on Gujarat 
history, we are encouraged to add here that as compared with the other pro- 
vinces of India more books on Gujarat were written in the past. Almost 
every Sultan of Gujarat, who ruled for some definite perfod had got a histo- 
rian to independently describe the events of his reign. Though most of their 
works do not exist to-day yet they have already been fully utilised by the 
late comers like Shaikh Sikandar and Hajjiu’d-Dabir in their works respec- 
tively. The list of all these works on Gujarat history is given below in their 
chronological order :— 
1. C. AH. 846 Térikh-i-Ahmad Shahi by Hulvi Shirazi. 
2. C. a.H. 917 Tarikh-i-Mahmiud Shahi, or 
Tabqat-i-Mahmid Shéhi, or 
Maathir-i-Mahmid Shahi, or 
Térikh-1-Sad1-i-Jahan., 
3. A.H. 924 Tarikh-t-Muzaffar Shahi by Qanii’, or 
Fath-t-Mandu. 

4. C. AH. 943 Térikh-i-Bahadur Shéhi by Husam Khan, or 
Tabqat-t-Husam Khani, or 
Tabqat-t-Bahddur Shéhi. 


_ AH. 961 Tarikh-i-Salatin-i-Gujarat by Mahmid b. Sayyid Jalal. 
. AH. 965 Tuhfatuss-Sadat by Aram Kashmiri. 


. AH. 998 Tarikh-i-Gujarat by Mir Abu Turab Wali.* 
. AH. 1002 Tabagal-Akbari by Bakhshi Nizamu’d-Din Ahmad 
(one chapter on Gujarat). 


9. A.H. 1014 Zafaru’l-Walih (Arabic History of Gujarat) .*° 


ONIN A MH 
20090 


38 Ibid., p. 343. 

89.40 Two more histories on Gujarat which are also contemporaneous with the 
MS. have been published. They are :— 

(a) The Tarikhi-Gujarat, by Mir Abu Turab Wali (d. 1003 a.H./1594 AD.) 
Abu Turab’s narrative covers the period from A.H. 940/A.D. 1532 when Humayun 
quarrelied with Sultan Bahadur (1532-37) down to the year A.H. 992/1584. There 
was one Shah Abu Turab at the Gujarat court in A.H. 988 when Shah Tahir Dakhni 
came there (MS. pp. 223, 384). After which he appears in the days of Humayun. 
No work comes to our rescue to afford us some external evidence that he really 
wrote a small history on Gujarat (ed. by Sir EB. Denison Ross, Calcutta, 1909) under 
the Mughals from the days of Humayun, except that he frequently speaks of himself 
as Fagir-humble, some of the incidents of his career which are also corroborated 
by other sources. After the Fall of the Gujarat Sultanate, Mir Turab was in the 
service of I’timfd Khiin (7abaqat-t-Akbari, Vol. III, p. 504, 557-66). He was. sent 
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10. AH. 1020 Mir’at-i-Sikandati by Shaikh Sikandar. 


11. C. AH. 1023 Gulzar-i-Ibrahimi of Muhammad Qasim Firishta (one 
Chapter on Gujarat). 


From the above account, concerning the Mtr’at-i-Sikandari which is the 
only available comprehensive higtory about the Sultanate of Gujarat, it is ob- 
vious that its printed edition as well as its MSS. containing several variations 
demand the publication of its critical edition which the writer has already 
undertaken. 


to Mekkah by Akbar as a Mir-i-Haji—chief of the pilgrims’ caravan and on his 
return he brought with him a stone bearing the foot impression of the Prophet— 
Qadm-i-Rasul (pp. 95-97). He was later on made an Amin (judge) of Ahmedabad 
(Ain-i-Akbari (Trans.) Vol. I, pp. 569-71). 

(b) Zafaru’l Walik bi Muzaffar wa Althi (Arabic History of Gujarat), by 
Abdullah, son of ’Omar al-Asafi al-Makki Ulugh Khani alias Hajjiu’l-Dabir. This 
important work has becn edited and published by Sir E, Denison Ross in three vo- 
lumes, London, 1910-28. He has also written a very useful introduction to this work. 
Hajjiu’d-Dabir’s father Siraju'd-Din ‘Omar was born in Pattan in the beginning of 
the sixteenth century. The author was born in Makka in a.b. 1540, and came to 
India. He has quoted the Mir’Gt-i-Sikandari as one of his principal authori- 
ties and mostly based his work on the Tabaqdat-i-Husam Khani and Tuhfatu’s- 
Sadat of Aram Kashmiri. He has also utilised seventy seven books mostly in Ara- 
bic by non-Indian authors. It can confidently be asserted that this is the only 
comprehensive history of India in the Arabic language. It deals with the events 
from the beginning of the Muslim Rule in India up to the year a.H. 1014 in which 
Akbar died. He has quoted one 7érikhu’l-‘Ajam, pp. 159-163 written by a Fersian 
in Akbar’s reign, which according to Sir E. Denison Ross may be the Burhanu'l- 
Maathiz, v. iii. p. civ, 


